Management of pyothorax.
Pyothorax is a serious disease process which requires both medical and surgical intervention. Late recognition, management problems, and likely recurrence make successful treatment difficult and often frustrating. Aims of therapy should be to avoid undue stress to the patient, to relieve respiratory distress by thoracocentesis, to eliminate infectious agents with antimicrobials, to remove pleural exudate, and to provide supportive care. Close monitoring of the patient is necessary to prevent iatrogenic complications such as pneumothorax, hemothorax, hypothermia, or hypoproteinemia. Exploratory thoracotomy for removal of granulomatous material and fibroelastic pleural "peels" is occasionally necessary to resolve compressive cardiopulmonary lesions.